LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
force placed to guard his person had neglected their duty.
The arrival of a number of persons from the country
was known and disturbance expected. The force to resist
them, I believe, was three or four times as numerous as
that of the rebels and might have crushed them in an
instant.   Sir Charles Asgill, who had the command of
Dublin tinder General Fox, had full notice of the intended
attack and was at the Castle to enable him to discharge
the duty when required by the civil government. Informa-
tion was sent to General Fox, he saw Mr. Marsden and
although he did not appear to feel so much alarm as
Marsden did, yet he gave no reason to think that he did
not apprehend danger.   He returned, however, to Kil-
mainham, which if you look at the map, and consider the
passage from Kilmainham to the Castle was through the
worst part of Dublin, through that part where all the
disturbance happened, you will scarcely think wise.  The
tumult rising, information was sent to him, and at half-
past eight he sent for Sir Charles Asgill, General Dunn and
Colonel Vasall, the three principal officers of the garrison,
to attend him at Kilmainham at a quarter past nine.
They went to him at the hazard of their lives, being
repeatedly shot at as they passed.  They were ordered to
go to the Royal Barracks and wait for the General. The
General did not come. Message after message went from
Marsden to the barracks.  The officers thought they must
wait for the General.  Thus time was lost, and Lord Kil-
warden,  unfortunately passing  along  the very streets
which lead from Kilmainham to the Castle, was met by
a small body of rebels, not two hundred in number, armed
principally with pikes, and was killed. Even then had the
force at Ejlmainham and at the barracks been detached
to intercept them, all the rebels must have fallen, but there
was still delay, the troops at the James Street barracks, a
small body, dispersed them and killed about a hundred.
The rest fled.  I do not believe any of the volunteers fired
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